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Pollution Cases 
Soaring 

"It's not fit for a dog!" 

All of us have used that remark 
at some time, probably, in. disgust 

-over a burned steak or a soggy 
sandwich. 

Well, more and more the view 
can be heard that it's not fit for a 
cow or a fish or a bird or even a 
plant - "it'' being the air they 
breathe, the water they drink, the 
soil that nourishes them. 

But appare;~tly the chemical 
makers and the PHS don't 
care if it's fit for hwnans. 

A meeting not long ago of the 
Air Pollution Control Association 
in Ca'nada heard technical papers 
st..-lting jmplicitly that industrial 
emission of fluorides was the basic 
cause <>f bovine fluorosis. 

It's no good for trees, but 
the propagamdists merrily con
tinue pushing it for humans. 

Howard R. Lewis, whose book 
"With Every Breath You Take" has 
caused a nationwide stir, writes as 
follows on the fluoride emissions 
and their effects on living things: 

"In Polk County, Florida, a doz
en phosphate fertilizer plants pro
duce 31 percent of the world's out
put of phosphates. Their emissions. 
4¥.: tQns of fluoride poured into the 
air every day (despite some reduc
tion of the air pollution through the 
manufacturer's efforts) have with
ered large· areas of shmbbery and 
ruined thousands of acres of citrus 
groves. The county, once Florida's 
leading cattle producer, has lost 
thousands of cattle from its beef 
herds because of fluoride emissions 
settling on its pastures. One survey 
showed that 71 percent of the cat
tle grazing in the area were suffer
ing· from dental fluorosis-decaying 
teeth sometimes followed by thick
ened bones and ~1iffened joints. 

"Ranchers have found cat· 
tie crawling across pasture
land on their knees, starved 

It's no good for cows, but because they could not chew, 
apparently humans can be and have killed them to spare 

Two University of Tennessee ex
perts, G. M. Marriman and C. S. 
Hobbs, reported that a 10-year 
study at the university showed that 
the ingestion of high levels of flu
orides interfered with reproduction 
and that changes in tooth structure 
were noticeable. 

forced to use it. them further misery. 
Trees also suffer from this poison, "Some farmers have sold for less 

as -stressed ·in ·a paper by George than $50 registered Brahma cattle 
H.- Hepting of the Southeastern that were once worth $3,000 a head. 
Forest Experiment Station, Ashe- "Other outbreaks of fluoride 
ville, N.C. He said many species of poisoning have accurred in the Salt 
pine trees had ·been severely dam- Lake Basin of Utah; in Blount and 
aged by ak pollution associated Maury counties in Tennessee; in 
with ore smelting. · Damage to the Los Angeles Basin; in the Lower 
poDder&.~a pine ·in .the· state of Columbia River Basin in Washing
Washin.gton, he said; b~~ been as- ten and Oregon, and in the Spokane 
sooiated · with ·atmospheric •fluorid.e, -River- Basin and Wenatchee. Valley 

··and this species ·has also been lnlrd .. of Washington. . 
hit by. southern California· smog. · - (Co~_:ttin~ed 9D .pag~ 2). 

--------------------------------------------------------------
Day of Decision 

Drawing Close 
For Detroit 

The hour of decision is coming 
closer in Detroit. 

Fluoridation will be on the ballot 
on Nov. 2, and pure-water advo
cates are working tirelessly to as
sure that the voters declare "yes" 
on their ballots. A "yes" vote is a 
vote FOR pure water. A "yes" vote 
is a vote AGAINST fluoridation. 

A strange sidelight of the De
troit problem is the case of Pontiac, 
M~ehigan, whieh started u~ing De
troit's water in 1963. 

In. 1955, Pontiac voters turned 
down a proposal for fluoridation, 
and that law against fluoridation is 
still on the books, even though Pon
tiac has sin~.:e stopped using its O\Vn 
water supply and started using De
troit's. 

If Detroit fluoridates, where will 
that leave Pontiac, where fluorida
tion is illegal? 

Just think: If Detroit fluoridates, 
every time a Pontiac resident sips 
a bit of water he will be breaking 
the law. 

FREE TABlETS 
Another Australian community 

has joined the growing list of those 
in which tablets have been found 
preferable to tampering with the 
water supply. The Municipal Coun
cil of Ballina has undertaken to 
supply fluoride tablets to taxpayers 
free of charge. 

Analogy 
The people. behind the tha. 

lidomide idea said it was safe. 
The experts agreed. No doubt 
they all meant well, but they 
were· wrong, quite wrong. (Lon. 
don · Anti - Fluoridation· Cam. 
paig~~..) 

Victorious Dayton -
Remains on Alert 

Mter a year of tough battles, the pure water forCes came 
through with flying colorsin a referendum on May 4. By a vote 
of 18,695 to 12,424, the citizens of Dayton gave their approval 
to the following charter amendment: 

Tooth Decay Held 
'Civilized' Disease 
Tooth decay "is a disease of 

civilization," according to a re
searcher for the U.S. National 
Institute of Dental Research, 
Bethesda, Md. 

Dr. Albert B. Russell, address
ing an international meeting of 
scientists in Montreal, declared 
that the use of refined sugars 
seemed to be one of the "civil
ization" factors associated with 
tooth decay, but he indicated that 
other factors in this category still 
remain a mystery. 

London Surgeon Links 
Cancer to Fluorides 

A senior consultant surgeon to 
several London hospitals has sug
gested that there may be a .link 
between fluoridation and cancer, ac
cording to the North Hill News 
of Calgary, Canada, which quotes 
Medical News~ 

The surgeon, Desmond :Mulva,ny, 
declaring that the proponents of 
fluoridation have failed to produce 
evidence that fluorides are harm
less, said: 

". , , the addition of any sub .. 
stance to the public water supply 
for the purpose of affecting the 
bodie~ or the bodily or mental func
tions of the consumers hereby is 
prohibited. The additives so pro· 
hibited include sodium fluoride a~d 
all other fluorides in whatever 
state •.. " 

The Council Opposing Water 
Fluoridation, headed by E. W. 
Mink, deserves heartfelt thanks 
from all who treasure pure water, 
for it helped to attain victory a
gainst a concerted campaign in 
newspapers and other media, and 
because the wording of the propos• 
ed amendment required that those 
who were opposed to fluoridation 
had to vote "yes." 

However, as Mr. Mink points out, 
the fight was "far from over" in 
Montgomery County, of which Day-· 
ton is a part. In communities south 
of the city, pressure continued for 
fluoridation. At the insistence of the 
Jaycees and others, a postcard poll 
was taken-to their chag1·in: Flu
oridation was opposed by a 7 -to-6 
margin. 

But Mr. Mink and the Council 
are working to consolidate their 
forces, for they know from bitter 

experience that the votes of the 

people mean nothing to the :flu

oridation lobby, and the lobbyists 

no doubt will be 'back again. .. But 
"'Fluorides are enzymatic poison, 

and enzymatic poisons are well 
withJn. the sphere of. carcinogenic. th~ pure-water forces oL::Daytor~; 
.li&e9~s;''. , ., . ·.· ~·.,.. .. ~.,.;~,.:.oOG.J ,~ill. ];>e ~r~ to.me.et the~. • ..... 
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A good way to bring about evil is for good men and women 
to ao nothing about it. 

President James Madison 

national 
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AT YOUR OWN RISli 
The Public Health Service propagandizes for it. 
A Harvard professor pushes it. 
1Iisguided do-gooders promote it. 
But the fellows who make it apparently are terrified of it. 
As incredible as it seemed to us, the proof was there before 

_our eyes: an attention-getting label for cans of sodium fluoride 
-:-bright ,red and blue-stressing that the "Buyer assumes all 
nsk ... 

In fact, the label says you're on your own in using it «whether 
or not in accordance with any suggestions, recommendations ... 
etc." (See article on pollution, starting on Page 1.) 

It is even more incredible that a product that the manufac
hirer savs should not even be used for rats is nevertheless sold 
-and pi'·omoted-for ingestion in water by children, by people 
with all variety of illnesses, by the aged, by the allergic. 

Of course, the argument is th<;~.t these warnings apply only to 
the stuff in its pre-fluoridated-water state; that it's perfectly harm
less when added to your drinking water IN THE PROPER A
MOUNT; that-according t<;> some promoters-it is even a "nu
trient!" 

Well, to begin \Vith, we feel sorry for the waterworks person
nel who have to handle it, for the label also says: "Avoid breath
IIlg dust," and it warns: .. May be fatal if inhaled ... " 

Then, we feel sorry for those people who may be slowly 
poisoned over the years. No matter what the dosage, the fact re
mains that fluoride is a cumulative chemical that is absorbed by 
the tissues and that, as recen't research has shown, has a tendency 
to inhibit cell growth. 

We also feel sorry for those sensitive persons who suffer 
from hay fever, rose fever and the countless other allergies man 
is heir to. That's just what they need, some other possible con
taminant to make their lives miserable. 

And a heartfelt word, too, for all who turn on the tap and 
unknowingly get an overdose of sodium fluoride as a result of 
accumulations in corroded and improperly maintained water 
pipes. 

Unlike chlorine, which has a taste and smell, fluoride has 
neither. 
, Yet, even after all these objections, the people we feel sor-

riest for are those who have to go around selling sodium fluoride 
as a health aid-a health aid on which the label screams: 
"POISON-Call a physician immediately!" 

SUBSCR-IBE NOW! 
Keep up with the latest fluoridation news and help 

to keep your water pure. 
Send $2 Now for a Year's Subscription. 
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DANGER 
MAY BE FATAl H~ 
1'-lf.l.AL.ED OR .SWA.L.L.O~ED 
AYOlD BR.E.AIHI~ wsT 

Pollution 
(Continued from Page I) 

"Because of fluoride damage to 
animals and plants, in the single 
year of 19.56 fanners and ranchers 
aeross the country filed ht ws11its 
claiming damages from air pollution 
totaling over $.'50 million. 

"Fluorides in the air kill gladi
oli, azaleas, irises, tulips, asters, 
sweet william~. dahlias, petunias, 
begonias, roses, genaniums and li
lacs." 

At the beginning of this year, a 
"National Poison Prevention \Veek" 
was proclaimed by President John
son aimed at reducing or eliminat
ing the hazards of posions "by ex
ercising greater care in the use, 
handling and disposal of these po
tentially harmful products." 

Yet in city after city throughout 
the country fluoridation zealots per
sist in their shrill advocacy of water 
fluoridation, despite the fact that a 
typical can of this chemical for use 
in water supplies comes with a 
shrieking red and blue label warn
ing in as many ways as possible of 
the dangers of the chemical. Part 
of the label reads as follows: 

WARNING! 
May be fatal if inhaled 

or swallowed. 
Avoid breathing dust. 

Keep away from feed and 
food products. 

Wash thoroughly after han
dling. Sweep up spillage. 
STORE IN A DRY PLACE. 

KEEP DRUM TIGHTLY CLOSED. 

Ignore the People 
TI1e British Dental Journal, 

organ of the British Dental As
sociation, "criticizes local au
thorities who have given in to 
public opposition to fluorida. 
tion." (The Times of London, 
April 8.) 

PERPETUAL MOTION 
For the seventh-repeat, seventh 

-time, the town of Darlington, Eng
land, is faced with fluoridation pro
posals. 

Unknown 
The long-term effects of in. 

gesting small quantities of sod
ium fluoride continuously for life 
are unkown. But it is well-known 
that fluorides accumulate in the 
body and can cause stiffening of 
the joints and bone malforma
tion. (National Pure Water As
sociation of England.) 

THE HYPNOTIST 

SPEAKING OUT 
By A. ALLEN LONDON, DDS 

· Leading advocates of public tcater fluoridation have not 
hesitated to deliberately rnislead and misinfonn the dental and 
uzedical professions and the lay public. 

·Many in tum have blindly accepted this promotional propa
ganda. This is particul(lrly true of many dentists in a fanatic de
sire to promote "the dental irnage ." They do not hesitate to inflict 
a children's prescrijJtion, not only erratically with no control over 
exact do8age, but also upon the entire population, regardless of 
health, age or desire. The hierarchy in the American Dental As
sociation insists that it is the "duty" of the dentists to· do sd and 
exhorts them to "battle" for it. 

What price will he paid for the pate·rnal benevolence that 
demands tlwt the public tcater supply be used as a vehicle to 
collDey a pet children's dental-prescription to all and sundry, 

including the adult, the chron
ically sick, the allergic and the 
dying? 

A. Allen London 

In the rwme of dental sci
ence, promotional expediency 
has trifled w-ith truth and cau
tion. \Vhen the dental profes
sion was told in 1944 that New
burgh, N. Y. was to be a pilot 
test city for artificial fluorida
tion, they wem told that it was 
to be an experiment to de
termine with ''comprehensive 
and extended research whether 
mass prevention (control) of 
dental caries is attainable 

without inducing toxic effects elsewhere in the body." (Emphasis 
in the original, from "Fluorine in Dental Public Health-A Sym
posium," N. Y. Institute of Cl~nicaJ Oral Pathology, Oct. 30, 
1944.) Further, it was ernphasized tlwt "constructive scientific 
skepticism should be applied to every finding to facilitate thor
ough research and to prevent the consequences of mWjudg
ments." 

'The American Dental Association claimed that there was 
popular pressure to erulorse fluoridation three or four years after 
the commencemen.t of the Newburgh experiment. ("History of 
the American Dental Association," published in 1959 by the 
A.D.A.) 

In 1950, the United States Public Health Service and the 
American Dental Association endorsed fluo·ridation of public 
water supplies. The latest report from Newburgh available. at 
the time was a four-year report. No child subjected to lifelong 
fluoridated water in Newburgh had any permanent teeth even 
visible. Permanent teeth in four-year-old children are as yet un
erupted. It was not possible at the time to assess fluoride mottling 
of the teeth (dental fluorosis), let alone long-range effects on 
adults, particularly tlwse already plagued with chronic ailments. 

• 
Evidently the «constructive scientific skepticism . . . to pre

vent the consequences of mis;udgm.ents' WM ignored by the en
dorsers. Was this a "scientific" decision because of "popular pres
sure" after "'thre:e or four years" of artificial fluoridation in New
burgh? 

\Vhat was the rush? ·The same question was asked by a Con
gressional committee in 1952 (Delanetj Hearitlf!,i) which after 
heari-ng testimony on both sides by scientists ullder oath, con
cluded that safety had not been established and that necessary 
research was UX>ejully lacking, particularly as to long range ef
fects on adults. 

(Continued on next. page) 
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·sPEA~KING OUT 
(Continued from proceding page) 

This i3 fust as true today as it tvas then. 
At the 1944 symposium mentioned above, the dental pro

fession was sold a bill of goods by statements such as were made 
by Pr. David B. Ast, Dental Chief of the N. Y. State Department 
of Health and Director of the Newburgh artificial fluoridation 
experiment. He promised studies on adults, and in 1952 repm·rnis
cd them under oath, but sornehow there is as yet no 'indication 
that they have ever been initiated. Dr. Ast equated fluoridation 
tcith chlorination of water supplies, and ever since, the promo
tional propaganda has included the dissemination of this deliber
ate distortion of the truth. 

Specifically, Dr. Ast stated in 1944: «Fluorine is a potentially 
toxic substance. However, there is ample evidence of satisfactory 
use of potential poisons-in thempeutic doses-to provide life
saving mnl health-imrJroving 1neasures. No better example of 
such a public-health procedure could be cited than the use of 
chlorine, tchich like fluorine is a halogen and a potentially toxic 
element; yet chlorine is almost universally added to public water · 
supplies to make them safe." 

Let us examine this statement, which has been so unthink
ingly and blindly accepted and promulgated by those advocat
ing fluoridlltion. Let us begin by asking: What, Dr. Ast, is the 
"therapeutic dose'' of chlorine for the human being, and what 
"therapeutic" action does chlorine gas have in the body? 

As tee shall see, Dr. Ast used his official capacity-and the 
ignorance of his audience on the subject-to hoodwink the public 
into acceptance of so deliberate a false arwJogy. 

• 
In chlorination of u:ater supplies, chlorine gas is used as a 

germicide and purifies the water by acting on disease-bearing 
germs such as typhoid and other harmful bacteria nwking them 
harmless. It thus prevents the water frmn causing and spreading 
diseases that could be highly communicable and deadly, such as 
typhoid: Anyone with typhoid not only endangers himself but 
is also a menace to the health of others. 

The chlorine gas diminishes in strength as it is used up in 
the purifying process. It is not intended to reach the conswner 
for any action in his body. 

On the contrary, with fluoridation, fluoride is added in the 
tcater as a solid, not as fluorine gas. The fluoride chemical lws 
nothing to do with water-supply treatment; it does nothing to 
ensure the safety or potabiltty of the wa1ter, m1d it is tastless, with_ 
no warning of excess. The fluori.de chemical is intended to reach 
the consumer 'in undiminished strength for the purpose of act·ing 
;!vithin the bodies of children while theit· teeth are fanning. It 
thus becom.es compulsory for all to partake of this rnedication. 

• Dental decay is not a waterborne disease. 
•Dental decay is not connnunicable. 
•Dental decay is individually controllable. 
•Anyone with dental decal} is not a menace to the public 

heailth, as is one with typhoid. 
Safeguarding the consumer from water-borne harm is quite 

different from using the water supp~y as a medicine bottle to 
administer a potent chemical to humans for its effect in the body. 

. . 
Dr. Ast tried to strengthen his false analogy by citing chlo~ 

rine and fluorine as both being halogens. Again, he is distorting 
the truth. 

Let us take a look at the wide difference between these two 
halogens: 

1. The hqlogen chlorine is added to water as a gas. Chlorine 
in combination with sodiwn=Na Cl which is sodiwn chloride, 
common table salt. This is never labelled poison and is obtain
able in grocery stores in any amount by anyone. Cannot be used 
as a practical poison for rats and insects. 

2. The ha·logen fluorine is not used as such; it is not added 
to the water as a gas, but its salt, a halide, or its acid is added in 
solid form. Fluorine in combination with sodium=Na F which is 
sodium fluoride, a highly toxic salt, lnbelled poison. For individ
ual therapeutic use for children is obtainable in the drug store 
by prescription only. For commercial use has been used as a 
practical rat poison and insecticide, and now used in water flu
&idation projects. 

• 
Fluoridation is the concept that just the right amount of the 

chemical, fluoride, in pubUc 'drinking water, will reduce dental 
decay if children drink the water during the tooth-forming years, 
from birth thro-ugh the age of 8. ' 

One part of fltwride in a million parts of water is advo
cated; two parts per million officially causes re;ection of the 
tooter supply, and these limits must be low.er in warmer climates, 
where, prerurnably, more water is drunk. A very powerful chem-
ical, indeed. · 

Many scientists question the lifetime increase in our diet of 
this cumulative toxic substance. 

- Fluoride is a known pcmon-both acute and chronic, like 
arsenic and lead. It is an enzyme poison, and enzyme disturb
ances are factors in chronic disease. 'Jvluch research is needed in 
this field. Insidious effects of mwll doily intakes of toxic sub
stances over a long period of time are difficult, if not impossible, 
to assess. The air-pollution experts are very familiar with prob- · 
lerns of this nature. -

Concern over chronic disease and its relation, to pollution 
in our environment with industrial wastes, radioactiv-e fallout, in
secticide sprays plus an untold number of toxic agents clwUenges 
present-day civilization. Good "Sense shoUld dictate that this un
necessary addition af fluoride chemicals in our drinking water 
should be avoided. 

• 
For the expediency of the moment, it had been proclaimed 

that no dental fluoroois-mottUng of the teeth-would occur with 
artificial fluoridation. Later:. when. first reported i-n Newburgh:~ _ 

N. Y., the fluoridationists cried, "no disfiguring mottling Mn oc
cur!" It has finally evolved promotionally that mottling in the 
test cities is now declared a ' cosmetic enlumc}3ment" making the 
teeth .. more beautiful." · 

I rnight suggest to the ardent fluoriillltionist;, that this toxic 
manifestation be called .. radiant fluorosis." As pointed out by the 
late Benjam£n C. Nesin, Director of Laboratories, New York City 
Department of Water Supply: "The advocates proclaim the safety 
of fluoridation for all and sundry, and, at the same time, con
done the first evidence indicative of the . hazardous nature of 
their ·proposal." 

The advocates attempt to pronounce fluoride a "mineral nu
trient." There is no proof of essentiality of fluoride and no official 
edict by mere con;ecture can make it so. Dental decay is not a 
fluoride-deficiency disease, and the dentists full u_)ell know this. 
The United States Food a11d Drug Administration differs with 
the advocates' "official decree,,, and says that fluoride is not 
proven essential to human nutrition. 

• 
It is cruel and a delibemte ca1'elessness with the truth for 

fltwridation adr.ocates to promise benefits to bones of older 
people. 

The promotion of fluoridation, with its promises and sweep
ing assurances of safety, smacks more ofhigh pressure salesm.an
ship than of any form of science. 

Using the water supply for other drugs has been suggested 
b~1 health officials as a future possibility. And recently, a psy
chiatrist at an ,American University School of Medicine report
edly advocates such use to combat population explosion in poor 
countries, if and u;hen a suit.nhle drug can be found to reduce 
female fertility. He said it would have a good chance of success 
because it wouldn't require· the "cooperation" of the people . 
Familiar words indeed! · 

Power should not he granted to hea..lth officials nor to any
one else to nwdicate the people as they see fit through. the water 
supplies. 

The position taken by the advocates of fluoridation is an 
arbitrary and dangerous one and should be repudiated. 

Dr. London, of Boonton, N. }., is a member of the American Dental 
Association, the American Academy of Dental Medicine, past president of 
the New Jersey Section of the American Academy of Dental Medicine, 
president of the Boonton, New Jersey, Board of Health and National Sec
retary of the Medical-Dental Committee on Evaluation of Fluoridation. 

·Things Move Slowly 
In Nation's Capital, 
And Public Suffers 

"The contamination of air, watet", 
food and milk with chemicals and 
the resultant effect on health, is of 
concern to the Public Health Ser· 
vice. The rapidity with which new 
compounds are being introduced in 
the production, processing, storing, 
packaging and distribution of foods 
is alarming, particularly in view of 
the fact that the toxic effects of so 
many of these chemicals and the 
compounds which they form when 
introduced into the food are u~ 
known . . . Many individuals in 
the United States are exposed each 
day to these potential hazards." 

The man who said that was the 
Surgeon General of the United 
States. He said it in testimony be
fore the United States House of 
Representatives Select Committee 
to Investigate the Use of Chemicals 
in Food and Cosmetics, at a hear
ing primarily devoted to the ques
tion of fluoridation. 

The committee itself, in its report 
declared: 

"It is safe to say that fluoridation 
is mass medication without parallel 
in the history of medicine." 

. The concern expressed by the 
committee and by the Surgeon Gen
eral on behalf of the PHS is indeed 
heartening. 

However; we would be even more 
heartened if the PHS had followed 
the advice of its head, which it has 
not done. You see, the Congression
al hearing and Surgeon General's 
remarks took place in 1952! 

Documented Evidence 
of the ill effects of 
fluoridated water 

_A PutAiling Gvenl 
A Struggle· With Titans 

by 

;})r. Qeorge of. WafJtoff 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE, and b,ecause National Fluori
dation News believes this book is destined to be a landmark 
in the history of the fluoridati·on controve:rsy, ·you can order 
A STRUGGLE WITH TITANS directly /rom National Fluori· 
dation News NOW and pay NO POST AGE O'R HANDLING 
COSTS. Simply /il.l out the coupon below and mail with your 
check or money order for $4.7 5. 

Here is the long-awaited, eye-opening, straightforward presentation of de
tailed, documented scientific research alerting the public and the medical pro
fession to the dangers of fluoridation, its promotion and the forces behind it. 

The book, written in clear, concise language, contains drama of a high order 
-the drama of people locked in conflict, the drama of personal courage, sacrifice 
and devotion of men concerned only with truth. 

Although the safety of fluoridation has been widely asserted by various med
ical and dental bodies, recent findings testify to its long-term poisonous effects. 

In A STRUGGLE WITH TITANS, published by Carlton Press, Dr. Wald
bott gives an objective evaluation of research on fluoride, with special emphasis 
on data heretofore difficult to obtain. 

The author's net proceeds from this book will be used to 
establish a foundation for fluoride research. A STRUGGLE 
WITH TITANS, with 383 pages, 32 illustrations and 19 tables, is 
priced at $4.75. 

~··················································································~ • • • • • • • 

NATIONAL FLUORIDATION NEWS 
Box 487 
Hempstead, N. Y. 11551 

Please send me .................... copies of A STRUGGLE WITH TITANS 
by Dr. George L. \Valdbott. My payment of $4.75 per copy is enclosed 
(check or money order). 

NAME .. : ....................... : ..................................................................................... .. 

STREET ..................................................................... -....................................... .. 

CITY ....... -.............. : .......................................... STATE .................................. .. 

ZIP CODE ............................................... . 

,. ••••••••••••••• ".,. .................. , ........ ················~,.~-~ ... !1 .. ~····~ ...... ... 
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NeW York: The Thirsty· City on the Hudson 
No Time for Leaks~ but · · · · · · · · 

PI f Fl ,d had upheld fluoridation, and the· . . . enty Of UQfl e Appellate Division affirmed that de-
week or the following. week." 

The contractor,. The Trib, con
tinued, said he "hoped'' installation 
at the Kensico Reservoir would be 
completed "today" -the lOth-and 
that a test period of 5 to 10 days 
should be sufficient before the pro
gram began. 

Those who dislike the city of New cision in June of this year. 
York-residents as well as visitors- Nothing was heard for a few 
must· nevertheless harbor a secret weeks, until the July 29 Telegram 
respect for the monumental way it 
does everything, including making 
a shambles ·of its water· supply. 

There aren't many places, it must 
be · conceded, where such ineffi
ciency, contradictions, waste and 
political pettifoggery are practiced 
on such a huge scale. 

While all these elements are to 
be f~und every day in countless as
pects of the city's life (and on a 
smaller scale in many other com
munities), they all seemed to con
verge recently on the city's water 
~upply-its reservoirs, pumping sta
tions, water mains, personnel, and 
the plaris for fluoridating it. 

Water shortage, desperate; water
main maintenance, deplorable; flu
oridation, a political jumble. 

However, the major water cns1s 
in the city has had one not alto
gether dark result: It has made 
fluoridation somewhat of an open 
issue again, although at this writ
ing there has been no sign that the 
city may actually come to its senses. 

Approved in 1963 

fluoridation was approved by the 
city's BoaTd of Estimate on Dec. 
12, 1963, after years of controversy 
and after a marathon public hear
ing on Nov. 18, 1963. Since that 
time, the date for beginning flu
oridation has been set back time 
after time-a delay that apparently 
has not bothered most people, but 
a delay that does seem to reflect 
gross ineptness in the city govern
ment and that raises questions a
bout the oft-asserted claim that 
fluoridation is cheap, foolproof and 
easy to control. 

On July 29, 1965, The New York 
World-Telegram and Sun reported 
that it had learned that fluorida
tion would not start until 1966, al
though it had been set originally 
for January, 1965. 

That report was only one among 
many on when the program would 
start. From January, 1965, the date 
first was set back to February. 

On October· 19, 1963, The Long 
Island Star-Journal said that ac
cording to the Water Commissioner, 
Armand D'Angelo, :fluoridation 
could not start until April 15, 1965, 
at the earliest, because of the time 
needed to "install the maze of ma
chinery, meters and pipes needed to 
pump 10,000 tons of chemicals 
into the city's water supply each 
year.'' 

May Date Set 
But as National Fluoridation 

News noted in the issue of Jan
uary-February, 1965, a new date
May-had been set. 

Then, in the May-June issue, 
. NFN disdosed that the program 
had been delayed once more to 
J~me 30, but that even the ~oal 

. was unlikely to be reached. 

Meanwhile, suit had been brought 
in the Appellate Division seeking 
to have fluoridation declared un

. constihitional. A State Supreme 
Court decision in February, 1965, 

Meanwhile, Up North 
Just north of the New York City 

line, ·in- Westchester County, a 
sensible fluoridation lesson has been 
provided for the beleaguered city: 
The City Council ~f White Plains 
decided· against fluoridating. 

Mayor Richard S. Hendey, an
nouncing the action on August 11, 
5aid, ··unless public health hazards 
are involved, government should 
not fO['Ce citizens to acCept medica
tion in their driuking water." 

report. Then on Aug; 5, the New 
York Herald Tribune reported that 
D'Angelo had con finned that flu
oridation would start Sept. 7. 'Wrote 
the Trib: 

"\tVater Commissioner Armand 
D'Angelo confirmed yesterday that 
the city's water supply would be 
fluoridated starting Sept. 7, right 
on schedule . . ." 

We wonder what schedule he h:..d 
in mind! 

In the same article, the Trib re
called that on July 29 D'Angelo 
said "positively" that fluoridation 
would start Sept. 7. But on the 9th, 
the article said, a spokesman for 
D'Angelo's office said "it should be 
sometime in October." 

The contractor said, "I don't 
know where they got that October 
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The Commissioner 
= F ollow·ing are excerpts front a New York Post article on -
~August 31, 1965, discussing the qualifications of New York -
~ City's Commissioner of Water Supply, Gas and Electricity, -
~Armand D'Angelo: -

"New York's water cr1s1s is in the hands of an elec-
- trician ... a former electricians' union official who was ap- -= pointed ... in 1957 by Mayor Wagner on the strong urg..; 
_ ing of Wagner's close friend and ally, Harry Van Arsdale, 
-- who is head of the electrical workers local • • • Since he ~ 
- took over, D'Angelo's chief interests in the department have -

seemed to be the interests of the electricians' Local 3 . • . --
~ 

has no formal engineering education .•. was accused in = 
::= 1961 by State Investigation Commission of 'impropriety' -

in lending his office for the benefit of Sydney Baron, a long· -= time political intimate of Carmine DeSapio ... SIC charged --
the Commissioner had accepted 'smoked turkey and other --

- gifts' from Broadway Maintenance, the firm contracted to -
-- keep the city's lights in repair ... When there was a power -
- failure in 1961, D'Angelo submitted suggestions •.. to pre- = 
- vent future breakdowns. The PSC (Public Service Commis- ·-
.- sion) turned down the recommendations as 'impractical' ·
- and said they would only make the c.on E.dison system --
- more complicated and increase costs to the consumer ..• --
- seven weeks ago, in the middle of the water crisis ..• (he) --

~-_.~ reduced the leak detection personne·l from 84 to· 50 to cut 
·- the staff budget .. .'' 

~li!llll!l!llllllillllliiill!llllllli!li!ll,lllll:iliilillllii!l!i!illllllllillllli;iililliililllllllllllllllll!lllllllllllilllilliilll:!illlllllllllllll!ll:lillilllllillillll!llllilill!llll!!lllllllllllillllil!llil:!lllllillliilltii~ 

'Official' Target 
In any case, Sept. 7 quickly be

came the "official" date. 

But as Sept. 7 neared, the water
shortage controversy was at its 
height, and civic organizations, in 
a series of ads in all newspapers, 
at the end of August, warned the 
citizens of New York that 

September 7th is 
FLUORIDATION DAY 

in New York 
UNLESS YOU HELP STOP IT! 

Then, on September 1, The New 
York Times reported that D'Angelo 
had announced the previous day 
that "technical problems" would 
delay fluoridation until a week or 
two after Sept. 7. 

D'Angelo made public a letter 
from the contractor, the Ardsley 
Construction Company, explaining 
that delivery of pumps and control 
panels was responsible for the de
lay. The contractor said that he 
felt installation would be. complet
ed by Sept. 10, and that three to 
seven days of tests would have to 
follow before the program could 
be started. 

Bid Was Lowest 

Ardsley had submitted the low (!) 
hid of $776,000 for the construction 
of the fluoridation facilities. D' An
gelo said at the time the low hid 
was above his own estimate of 
$7 49,000 and that his department 
would examine all the bids that 
had been submitted. It could not he 
learned what, if anything, had come 
out of that examination. 

In any case, September 10 also ar· 
rived and The Herald Tribune car
ried another article under the head
line "Start of Fluoridation Off Un· 
til After Primary Day." N6w 
York's Primary Day is Sept. 14. The 
Trib quoted Ardsley as saying that 
fluoridated water would be· coming 
out of consumers' taps "late_ next 

business," and went on to give his 
timetable. 

A Million Plus 
Aside from the cost of the in

stallation, the city is paying the 
American Agricultural Chemical 
Company $1,018,461 for the :flu
oridation chemicals for the initial 
three-year period. 

Under the plan by the city, the 
chemical will not he injected di
rectly into any of the city's badly 
depleted reservoirs, but will be add
ed at the pumping stations. 

The theory behind this, of course, 
i~ to try to be able to gauge more 
correctly , the amounts of fluoride 
being added to the water. But what 
will the effect of this fluoride he 
on the city's water system? Forn1er 
Water Commissioner Dominick F. 
Paduano urgently warned Mayor 
Wagner of the possibility of serious 
consequences, espocially in view of 
the dire water shortage and the 
city's decrepit water supply system. 

Paduano, president of the Joint 
Organizations Opposing Fluorida
tion, wrote the Mayor: 

"I urge you before it is too late, 
to. call off fluoridation of New York 
City's water supply. 

"Especially now a tragic possi
bility faces the city if its already 
severely weakened network of water 
mains is forced to carry another 
burden - perhaps an overwhelming 
burden-of the potent chemicals in
volved in fluoridation. 

"Many sh1dies have showri that 
even under normal c"Onditions there 
always exists the danger of excessive 
fluoride concentrations at points 
where water mains- are joined or 
where years of mineral deposits 
have created blocks and cui <.le sacs. 

'Colossal Blunder' 
"Under the present emergency, 

when our reservoir supply is dwin
dling· daily, and· the very exist-ence 
of that . supply is threatened, . )L 

would be a colossal blunder to risk 
m~y action whatever that· might 
jeopardize our precious water. 

"For the fa<..t ir; that the water 
department should have recognizeJ 
over a year ago that this water 
shortage would become acute, and 
should have acted immediately to 
begin extraordinary conservation 
measures. But the department did 
not act; ·on the contrary, it indulged 
in the luxury of false economy by 
reducing the leak-and-waste force, 
which was put into effect at the 
time of the 1950 water shortage 
during my administration. 

"Improper maintenance and oper
ation have subsequently caused 
many leaks and breaks resulting in 
the wasting of millions of gallons 
of water and property damage that 
has cost the taxpayers of our city 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

"Despite this, the entire attention 
of the department has for months 
been directed toward implementing 
as quickly as possible the dubious 
fluoridation program, when it should 
have been concentrating on con
serving our water and insuring that 
waste is kept to a minimum. 

"I urge you, Mr. Mayor, to call 
off this folly before it is too late, 
before fluoridation-which is oppos
ed by hundreds of thousands of 
your constituents - becomes the 
straw that breaks the back of our 
decaying system of water service." 

Letter Makes News 

The letter, which made news in 
the city's pre~s, · poiuted up the 
question of ineptness raised above. 
It also leads, it would seem, to seri
ous concern that the addition of 
extremely dangerous . chemieals to 
the ·city's water is being directed 
by a department whose operations 
have been roundly criticized on 
every editorial page in the city, a 
department apparently carelessly 
operated and motivated to a large 
degree by political considerations. 

This is the department whose 
commissioner has given assurance 
on numerous occasions that fluori
dation certainly can be properly 
controlled without serious trouble, 
but whose own engineers have 
charged that the city has skimped 
on repairs for years and that at 
budget-making time such essential 
-and politically powerful-depart• 
ments as Police and Fire get the 
cream, while the water department, 
equally or more essential, is always 
at the bottom. 

When, on Aug. 29, the Mayor 
appointed a panel· of four nation
ally known water supply experts to 
help the city overcome its shortage, 
the city engineers hailed the ap
pointment. They charged that 
D'Angelo had failed to defend 
them because of political reasons, 
and they saw hope that the new 
panel would not be influenced by 
political considerations when they 
examined reports the city engineers 
had made over the year~, but which, 
they say, have been ignored by the 
department. 

'Will They Be Heard?' 

In this connection, an editorial in 
The N'ew York Post (Aug. 31, 1965) 
reflected the widespread dism~y :in 
thti city over the water department 
and the deep concern felt by those 
who are acutely aware of the dan
gers of fluoridation and, like Mr. 
Paduano, fear for the safety and 
efficiency of the water-supply sys
tem. The Post editorial, headed 
"Water or Mirage," said: 

·''The panel of water experts ap
pointed by Mayor Wagner includes 
men of stature, independence and 
technical competence. 

''But will they be heard?,. 
The Post recalled that the Mayor 

had said not long before· that every 
~·pr~~~~al Ill{lasure''. he ·~ew of had 

been or was being tried or examin
ed. 

"Since that statement was made," 
the Post went on, "the city has been 
jolted by disclosures of inefficiency, · 
cover-up, feuding and fadionalism 
in the Water Dept. 

"The announcement that the 
Mayor is at last seeking out the best 
advice he can get is ·clearly de
signed to restore public confidence 
in the city's water policies ... 

"Will the Mayor follow through 
with action when the inquiry is 
over? 

"The ·city has had panels of wa
ter experts before. They have hand
ed in splendid sets of recommenda
tions, most of which were subse
quently disregarded." 

As for the recommendations to 
be made by the new panel, the Post 
said,. "\Vill they be acted upon or 
filed in the municipal library? Can 
there be effective reform without 
drastic shake-up at the top of the 
department itself?" 

Shortage of What? 

Less than two weeks after this, 
the growing barrage aimed at the 

. administration of the city's water 
supply was underscored by disclos
ure of a Health Department report 
made in December. This pointed 
out that there was eriough under
gwund \Vater in the city's five hor.;. 
oughs to supply over a third of the 
residents' domestic needs. 

Councilman Paul O'Dwyer, a 
candidate for the Democratic nom
ination for ~fayor, declared: 

"There is no water shortage in 
New York," there is"only a short
age of intelligence and resourceful
ness." 

Opponents of fluoridation recog
nized that the potent chemicals in
volved in fluoridation could add an 
intolerable burden to existing prob
lems of shortages, breakdowns and 
administrative neglect, and could 
pose an immediate threat to the 
welfare of millions of people. 

Ads urged action to foresta-ll flu
oridation before it was too late: "In 
this 'water disaster' area proclaim
ed by President Johnson," said one 
ad, "we all realize how precious -
our dwindling water supply is. Es
pecially now, we certainly sl}ould 
not take chances with it, and add 
the unnecessary burden of flu01·ida• 
tion." 

Panel Suggests Steps 

The seri<)Usness of the deficiencies 
. in the network of wate1· mains and 

pipes was made abundantly clear 
when the expert panel named by 
the Mayor presented a set of rec
ommemlations only 30 hours after 
it had begun its inquiry. 

In its report, the panel "strong
ly" urged, among other things, that 
a "house-to-house" canvass of all 
plumbing be undertaken "at once" 
to find and correct leaks that could 
possibly save up to 75 million gal
lons of water a day. The Mayor 
quickly complied. 

The issue that one always comes 
back to in the direct matter of :flu
oridation in New York concerns a 
huge water supply system-19 res
ervoirs; hundreds of miles of aque
ducts to carry the water from the 
watersheds to the city; pumping 
stations; purification plants, and 
countless miles of pipes. It is a 
system that has already been shown . 
to be frighteningly vveakened. 

Safety Is Issue 

Can such a deficient system 
••safely" (even by the staw:lards of 
the most ardent proftuoridationists) 
deliver fluoridated water to chil
dren, old people, sick people? 

The future for· New York's water 
supply system looks hle~, indeed, 
and the apparently imminent ad .. 
vent of fluoridation is eause for -siULo. . \ 

· · ness .and profou:qg · concern. 
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